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reproduce the property of antiproteolytic serum in normal blood
by adding estrogenic hormones to normal blood. The presence of
estrin, or some similar substance, in the blood is, he suggests,, a direct
result of vitamin E deficiency. He has been able to produce, for-a
few hours, blood serum having the characteristic antitryptic property
by injection of a potent gonadotrophic preparation of pregnancy
urine. He points out that in premature separation of the placenta
there has never been a satisfactory explanation offered for the failure
of the placental villi to penetrate the uterine wall as far as the serosal
coat, since they normally are able to erode their way into the
myometrium for a very considerable distance. It has been taken for
granted, he says, that there is a certain amount of maternal resistance
to such encroachment of the fetal trophoblast throughout every
pregnancy. He suggests that when such resistance is excessive, preg-
nancy ends prematurely. He adduces evidence to indicate that the
placental villi, in both normal and abnormal pregnancy, themselves
possess, and probably secrete, the antagonist to their own erosive
agents, i. e., the antiproteolytic substance. It is further suggested that
during pregnancy vitamin E and estrin, or a similar substance, exist
in some degree in equilibrium and if there is too much of the
estin-like substance, pregnancy is interrupted. -
Since the number of clinical trials of vitamin E is still small, and
the statistical significance of the data has in no instance been shown,
it is too early to assert that the place of this vitamin in therapy has
been established.
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